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HOMESWEST PROPERTIES � RESIDUAL CURRENT DEVICES 
Statement by Minister for Housing and Works 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse � Minister for Housing and Works) [9.14 am]: Members will be aware of the 
tragic death of a small boy at a Homeswest property in Roebourne recently. Again, I express my sadness over his 
death, and on behalf of the government and the Parliament I extend my sympathy to the family and the local 
community. I wish to inform the house that the family has been offered all available assistance and to provide an 
update on the progress of the inspection and installation of residual current devices in Homeswest properties. 

All 108 Homeswest properties in Roebourne have now been inspected. Three did not have RCDs installed, two 
of which have now had them fitted, with the remaining property at the centre of the investigation yet to have one 
fitted. I previously announced that 19 354 Homeswest properties had been inspected as part of a major building 
condition assessment program. Of these, 217 were reported as not having an RCD. Latest advice is that 147 of 
these now have RCDs. Of the remaining 70, 29 are subject to priority job orders to install RCDs, 17 are urgently 
being re-inspected, 20 are privately owned and four are no longer owned or managed by the department.  

Last time I addressed the house on this matter I advised that an additional 7 798 Homeswest properties had yet to 
be inspected. They consisted of 2 098 properties constructed prior to 1990, 4 206 properties constructed between 
1990 and 1992, and 1 494 properties purchased since 1990. Of these, 4 520 properties were visited by Friday, 
18 September. Of these 7 798 properties, 4 243 had an RCD installed, 34 had no RCD, 91 were not able to be 
accessed and require re-inspection and 152 are no longer owned or managed by the department. In cases where 
RCDs are not installed, they are fitted as soon as practical. The inspection of the balance of these 7 798 
properties is continuing and is targeted to be completed by the end of September. 

In relation to properties owned or managed by the department in Aboriginal communities, I can advise that 570 
properties are yet to have an RCD fitted. Of these, 471 are located in the Kimberley, 41 in the Pilbara, 37 in the 
goldfields-Esperance and 21 in the Gascoyne. These are scheduled to be completed by the end of October.  

In addition to the completion of the RCD installation program, I have asked the Auditor General to conduct a 
compliance audit of the department�s performance in this area and to look more broadly into its internal program 
audit and record-keeping processes. 
 


